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2. Important Landscape Characteristics
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Figure 5. Average and Maximum Day Demand
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Site Considerations

M Clearing the site

EImperviousness

B Compaction

M Drainage

ETopsoil & Soil types

ELawn vs. shrubs & choosing plants
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Clearing

« Native landscape IS a conservation landscape
¢ Clearing effects:

— No shade

— Disturbance of soil profile

— Compacts soils and reduces infiltration and
recharge of groundwater

— Creates need for water, fertilizer, pesticides
— Generates storm water
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Imperviousness
* Sources
— Hardpack (play areas, pet enclosures)
— Paving and dirt or gravel roads
— Rooftops
— Sidewalks
— Mounded mulched areas
* Reducing It
— Organic materials (lots, lots, lots)
— Dry wells and rain barrels for roof leaders
— Rain gardens instead of mounded mulch
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Topsoil

* Usually stockpiled

+ Often sold offsite

+ Sandy soils underlay topsoil?
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Typical Needed
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Drainage

* Principle: Keep it!
* Look at how stormwater is
generated on site:
— Roof leaders
— Sidewalks
— Parking areas
— Roads
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Parking lots
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Layout and Plants

* Minimize lawn size
Use native buffers heavily

Trees/shrubs are good, mulch can be
good

Native and near native species

Incorporate swales, check dams,
parking etc.

Disconnect impervious areas!
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Irrigation
* Drip irrigation
* No irrigation

* Stormwater irrigation
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Drip Irrigation

http://www.dripirrigation.com
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Maintenance

* Practical frequencies
» Lawn care services
* Mowing heights
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Public Education

* 1 per week watering

* Get rid of Japanese beetles once
and for all!

* Build your soil
* Relax, plant some bushes
» Handle your own drainage
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Rain Gardens

Eileen Pannetier, Comprehensive Environmental Inc.
21 Depot Street, Merrimack, New Hampshire 03054
Tel. 603-424-8444; Fax 603-424-8441 email epannetier@ceiengineers.com




Comprehensive Environmental Inc..

Eileen Pannetier, Comprehensive Environmental Inc.
21 Depot Street, Merrimack, New Hampshire 03054
Tel. 603-424-8444; Fax 603-424-8441 email epannetier@ceiengineers.com

Conclusions

Much of today’s water quality and
QUANTITY problems due to
homeowner landscaping habits

Keep water on each site to eliminate
runoff

Pesticides not needed, keep the soil
healthy instead with compost and lots
of organic amendments /
Work towards no irrigation, use drip if / /
you have to f
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